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TO BE AND TO OPERATE ...
in the footsteps of Mother Antonia!
Issue 17


Dear Vernian Family, we update you on the most important events that took place in the General Council of the Laity held online, via Zoom, on June 7, 2025.
The following are connected: the Vicar General of the Congregation of the Sisters of Charity of the Immaculate Conception of Ivrea, Sister Raffaella Giudici, the President General of the Association, Anna Maria de Rosa, the Councilors Najat Tayeh (Lebanon), Vincenzo Fornace and Mario Trombetta.
As always, the Treasurer General Anna Bratti and our Secretary General Pilar Cuevas (Argentina) are also with us.
Special guests: the Provincial Superior of Argentina, Sr. Adriana Bock and the Regional President of the Argentine Laity, Mrs. Liliana Santoro.
Unfortunately, the Argentine General Councilor Pablo Suarez, who has been hospitalized in the past few hours for urgent surgery, is not with us for the first time in many years.

Mario leads the introductory prayer. He has prepared two short texts. One, written by an anonymous believer, is dedicated to Mary, "with a young heart", the Mary of the Annunciation. She is asked to "teach us her yes" and again, may he show us "the way of courage and humility, the way of unreserved giving, the way of fidelity that does not wither.” In addition, that "our yes may also be humble, serene and faithful." 
The second prayer is by Pope Paul VI and is entitled "Thanksgiving" to the Lord who "has called us to life". "A life that despite its travails, its dark mysteries, its sufferings... it is a beautiful fact, a prodigy that is always original and moving, worthy of being sung!".
This spiritual moment closes with a thought for our Pablo. 





Main contents of the meeting

· Argentine Provinces of Our Lady of Lujan and African Provinces of St. Michael the Archangel: new structures, reference sisters and lay Vernians.
· Last online meeting of the President with the Italian Sisters of Reference
· The new site in the home stretch
· New structure of the Lombardy-Emilia Vernian Region after the Regional Assembly
· Pope Francis and Pope Leo XIV: their magisterium
· 2025 campaign on the membership fee

Argentine Provinces of Our Lady of Lujan and African Provinces of St. Michael the Archangel: new structures, reference sisters and lay Vernians.

Sister Adriana greets all those present and, through us, all the Vernians of the world.
She informs us that the Argentine Provincial Council has been reconfirmed for another two years. There are 14 Sisters in the Province: they are located in the Communities of Buenos Aires (where there is a school with about 600 students), General Alvear, Punta de Agua and Cordoba. The nuns of the latter community also go to Santa Fè, where they still support a school of 1500 students.
The formation process in Argentina is very valid, it is planned annually and the three components of the Vernian Family participate TOGETHER. The central planning of the Congregation and the spiritual guidelines that derive from it for the Vernian Laity and the Missionaries of Charity are followed.
The good news this year is that the two Mexican Groups, after Pablo's visit, have also agreed to participate in the joint formation with Argentina.
Each community (therefore also La Paz), as reported in Being and Working n.16, every month supports one of the formative aspects that, this year, are inspired by the Jubilee and the Papal Bull "Spes non confundit".
Sister Adriana confirms that there are 6 Lay Groups in Argentina (La Paz, Punta de Agua, Cordoba, Santa Fe, General Alvear and Buenos Aires). They are all very involved in social work and catechesis, in parishes, schools, oratories.
In the face of this good news, he concludes, there is only one less positive feedback. In some groups it is difficult to find people who want to take on the responsibility that the office of local president entails.

Sister Raffaella speaks to us about the new Council of the African Province of St. Michael the Archangel, which includes the missions of Kenya, Tanzania and the very recent Mission of Namayemba in Uganda. Sister Assunta Malamso is the new head of a Province made up of 154 Sisters, of whom 54 are juniors.
The Sisters of Ivrea work in dispensaries, parishes, mission schools as teachers and as catechists.
In addition, in the area of Kawe Dar es Salaam, in the district of Kinondoni, there is the Antonia Verna Rehabilitation Center, which offers a rehabilitation service to children with all types of disabilities. 
The community of Namayemba, in the Diocese of Jinjia, is located in a very poor village, whose population is tried by poverty, famine and disease.
The Sisters, at the moment, are 4 (of which 2 juniors).
The Councilor of reference for the Tanzanian laity is Sister Christaphora Mpilimi, while the Councilor for the Kenyan laity is Sister Irene Okindo. 
However, each Vernian lay group has its own accompanying nun. There are about 170 African lay people and they are very involved both in formation (in some cases weekly) and in the territory, alongside our Sisters, in schools, prisons, in the dispensaries themselves and... among the people.
The Councilors ask Sister Raffaella to have a table with the names and, if possible, the contacts of these Sisters who are particularly close to the Groups. Sister Raffaella promises to do so, with the help of the new Provincial Superior. 

Last online meeting of the President with the Italian Sisters of Reference

Anna Maria reports that the last meeting with the Italian Sisters of Reference was very encouraging. The "state of health" of Italian groups is good. In most cases, formation proceeds based on the spiritual guidelines suggested by the Congregation, that is, on "Spes non Confundit". In particular, the theme of "Hope in Mother Antonia" is developed and received with interest.
The operational aspect is also observed by many members of the Groups: those who deal with catechesis in the parish, those who work at the soup kitchens or at the "cloakrooms", those who visit the sick or help in the schools or kindergartens where our Sisters work. 
Sister Maria Concezione, Superior and Sister of Reference of Isola di Capo Rizzuto, although happy with the formative aspect of the Group, only regrets that this composed of such young, valid and numerous people, has not yet been able to meet in the Regional Assembly, together with the smaller ones of San Giovanni in Fiore and Fuscaldo, and to elect the regional representatives,  as prescribed by the Statute, to re-enter, as in the past, in the Lay Vernian Association. 
Perhaps the reasons are similar to those that the Argentine laity are experiencing as claimed by Sister Adriana? And then why make the promise as "Lay Vernians" without being part of the Association? Perhaps there is a contradiction in this. Lack of a real vocation? Or, more simply, not having grasped the evangelical meaning of that "you received freely, give freely"? Doubts add up to doubts and you can't make sense of it. The Council aims to find solutions in a short time, still trying to dialogue with local leaders. 

The new site in the home stretch

Mario retraces the path taken so far to organize the new site and thanks Sister Raffaella for having worked, side by side, from the first moments in which, with the Councilors, the new profile had been redesigned. 
In the last month, the initial draft proposed by Mrs. Valeria of Vicis, based on the documents, photos and the requested setting, took its final form after further adjustments.
Vicis would like to conclude and move on to the next phase of the program which includes monthly updates and the normal "maintenance" of the site itself.
For this reason, the Council is provided with the link to access the site and is asked to report to Mario, within a short week, opinions and any suggestions or additions before granting everyone access.


New structure of the Lombardy-Emilia Vernian Region after the Regional Assembly.

On Sunday, May 11, 2025, the Assembly of the Verniana Region of Lombardy - Emilia was held in Crevalcore, Emilia, on second call, regularly convened on March 10, 2025.
Emilio Borella was re-elected President by secret ballot, first Councilor and Vice President Anna Bratti, and second Councilor Mario Trombetta.
On this occasion, the two Groups present voted, by show of hands and unanimously, their respective Group Leaders: for the Copreno/Milan Group Piera Felisari was reconfirmed and for the Crevalcore Group the historian Anna Bratti.
As Anna pointed out, everything took place according to the rules but there was an air of true Vernian Family and... Those who accepted did so not light-heartedly but out of a spirit of service.
 


Pope Francis and Pope Leo XIV: their magisterium

"A significant theme of the Church in the Jubilee Year" is certainly the conclusion of the pontificate of Pope Francis and the election of Leo XIV to the papal throne.
Today more than ever, and in the wake of the style of the Foundress, in order to address such a topic it seems opportune if not necessary to refer to the teaching of the Catechism of the Catholic Church which, in describing the hierarchical constitution of the Church, in no. 882 reminds us that "the Pope, Bishop of Rome and Successor of St. Peter, is the perpetual and visible principle and foundation of the unity both of the Bishops and of the multitude of the faithful. In fact, the Roman Pontiff, by virtue of his office as Vicar of Christ and Pastor of the whole Church, has over the Church the full, supreme and universal power that he can always exercise."
Since it is an integral part of the Petrine munus (ministry) "the office of teaching" through the "Magisterium", in order to grasp the link of continuity between the two pontificates, it may be useful to read and meditate on the first homily of the Holy Father Francis on March 14, 2013 and the first homily of the Holy Father Leo XIV on May 9, 2025, both delivered in the Sistine Chapel and addressed to the Cardinals. 
In his homily, Pope Francis emphasizes how the common trait in the Readings of the Word of God is "movement", movement in the journey, movement in edification and movement in confession.
In particular, Pope Francis points out that in the "triad" of walking, edifying, confessing, this last movement is, in a certain sense, the most important and qualifying, because "we can walk as much as we want, we can build many things, but if we do not confess Jesus Christ, it will not work. We will become a welfare NGO, but not the Church, the Bride of the Lord." Pope Francis also points out not only that the movement of Confession is indispensable but also that it must be hinged on the Cross because "When we walk without the Cross, when we build without the Cross and when we confess a Christ without the Cross, we are not disciples of the Lord: we are worldly, we are Bishops, Priests, Cardinals, Popes but not disciples of the Lord". 
In his homily, Pope Leo XIV always linked to Peter's answer "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God (Mt 16:16), but he dwells on the question that preceded this profession of faith ("Do people tell us that he is the Son of Man?" (Mt 16:13)), and in this regard he describes two types of answers, that of the "world", according to which the Nazarene is a "charlatan", and that of the "common people", for whom the Nazarene, despite having courage and saying the right things, is only a man. Pope Leo XIV highlights how these attitudes are extremely topical because "they embody ideas that we could easily find on the lips of many men and women of our time". 
In fact, "Even today there are not a few contexts in which the Christian faith is considered an absurd thing, for weak and unintelligent people... Even today there is no shortage of contexts in which Jesus, although appreciated as a man, is reduced only to a kind of charismatic leader and superman." 
Since "this is the world entrusted to us, in which we are called to bear witness to joyful faith in Christ the Saviour", "it is also essential for us to repeat: 'You are the Christ, the Son of the Living God' (Mt 16:16).   
Pope Leo XIV, having remarked that this profession of faith is essential first of all in our personal relationship and then as Church, concludes with a moving and edifying reminder of a famous expression of St. Ignatius of Antioch pronounced on the imminence of his martyrdom in the circus and which reminds us of "the indispensable commitment of anyone in the Church who exercises a ministry of authority:  to disappear so that Christ remains, to make himself small so that He may be known and glorified (cf. Jn 3:30), to expend oneself to the end so that no one lacks the opportunity to know and love Him".
In this Christ-centric magisterial emphasis it is, therefore, possible to grasp a clear point of providential merger between the two pontificates in the sign of the famous Carthusian motto "Stat Crux et volvitur mundus", according to which the Cross of Christ, the first of the memories of Blessed Mother Antonia, is the fixed point, the pivot that gives meaning to everything and around which everything can find order and direction.

2025 campaign for the membership fee

Our Treasurer informs the Council that she has paid the debt for the site on 23/5/2025. Monthly updates will be free. 
The request for help for the Associative Contribution and to organize the next General Assembly (see the latest issues of "Essere ed operare") was accepted by  only four Vernian families from the Lombardy-Emilia Region. The Argentine Region  sent its amount despite the difficulty of getting the money to Italy. In Campania,  the payment took place only partially. It seems that Piedmont has collected the amount and only has to make the transfer. Some Groups are still missing and this hurts not only the associative fund ... but also to the heart!

Other news

· Anna Bratti informs that together with the parish priest of Crevalcore she went to visit the elderly Sisters of Copreno. The Sisters, not only those who worked in the Community of Crevalcore, appreciated this gesture and were moved. "They felt remembered and loved – says Anna – after all they were all part of our lives for many years".
· Sister Raffaella reminds us that tomorrow, June 8, the feast of Mother Antonia will be celebrated in "World Vision" with a Rosary in which all the Communities of the Congregation, the Missionaries of Charity and the Vernian Laity can participate.
· Anna Maria confirms that the next General Council will be in September, with modalities yet to be defined.

Before closing the meeting, Liliana and Pilar receive encouraging news about Pablo's surgery in real time! It seems to have gone well!

Mario V.Trombetta
In the name of President
and her Council
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