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BEING AND WORKING …
in the footsteps of Mother Antonia!
Number 19

Dear Vernian Family,
We update you on the most important events that occurred in the General Council of the Laity held online, via Zoom, on 31 January 2026.

Those present and connected: the Vicar General of the Congregation of the Sisters of Charity of the Immaculate Conception of Ivrea, Sister Raffaella Giudici, the General President of the Association, Anna Maria de Rosa, the Councilors Pablo Suarez (Argentina), Najat Tayeh (Lebanon), Vincenzo Fornace and Mario Trombetta (Italy).
As always, the General Treasurer Anna Bratti is also with us
The General Secretary is absent with justification.

Mario Trombetta is therefore asked and accepts to write the minutes of the meeting.

Before the proceedings, Anna Bratti, in charge of today's initial prayer, after the "Veni Creator", invites us to read together a prayer to Mary divided into three parts: Mary, woman of listening; Mary, woman of decision; and Mary, woman of action.
Beautiful prayer that is well suited to the needs and requirements of our Council.

Main contents of the meeting

• Situation of the Calabrian Vernians: formation of a new Group

• Charity Projects: 2025 initiatives and new project for 2026

• Presentation by the Vicar General of the “Information sheet of the Vernian family”

• General Assembly of 2027: we're starting to discuss it. Where will it be held?

• How many lay Vernians are there in the world? And the supporters? Situation after the Promises and renewals of 2025

• In-depth study on the theme of the “Closing of the Jubilee Year”

• Consistency of the membership fund

• News about the Verniana family from Argentina

Let's try to develop the points mentioned above.

Situation of the Calabrian Vernians: birth of a new Group

Our President, Anna Maria, joyfully announces the birth of a mixed Calabrian group. In fact, the Vernians of San Giovanni in Fiore and Fuscaldo, who did not have the statutory requirements to form single groups, have joined forces and... their great vocation!
As previously agreed, they participated in the jubilee meeting, which was held in Paola on 9.11.2025 in the sanctuary of San Francesco.
On that day, on their way back from the celebration, the Vernians of San Giovanni in Fiore passed through Fuscaldo.
In the early afternoon, after a convivial moment, the two Groups met and, as suggested by the General Council itself, elected their Group Leader. Mrs. Fortunatina Vacante had the absolute majority.
Everything happened in compliance with the rules regarding both the calling of the meeting and the voting (by secret vote) in which only those who had renewed their promise participated.
The new Group is made up of 14 people.
It's a shame that none of the large Capo Rizzuto Island Group was able to participate in the jubilee meeting.
“In any case – concludes Anna Maria – Calabria now has two established Vernian Groups”.
After congratulating Mrs. Fortunatina, the Council hopes and hopes that the Verniana Calabria Region can be reconstituted again.
It would be sufficient to convene a regional Assembly, made up of the two Groups, and appoint a President and two Councillors, in accordance with the Statute.

Charity projects: 2025 initiatives and new project for 2026

Mario, appointed by the Council to follow the Association's charitable projects, recalls that, in Advent, he relaunched the project: "Let's help Lebanon", both on the Vernian WhatsApp groups and by email. He also involved, with telephone calls, personal friends and supporters.
The non-profit organization Verna Fraternitas has collected €4,300 up until 16 January 2026 and there are some donations still arriving. Of these donations, 56% (€2,400) are from generous people unrelated to the Association.
For the year 2026 the Association awaits suggestions for a new project from the next General Council of the Congregation.
Mario thanks the generosity of the Lay Vernians but asks for greater participation in the proposed annual projects. Vernian's great charisma - he claims - "Charity for free", requires greater effort. Charity does not only mean prayer, training, evangelization and taking care of the spiritual needs of others, but also acting concretely for the real and daily needs of brothers in difficulty.

Presentation by the Vicar General of the "Information sheet of the Vernian family"

Sister Raffaella officially communicates to our Council that the editing and distribution of the SCIC magazine has been interrupted. The last issue was December 2025
In this computerized age, the Congregation has felt the need to form a "Communication Office" that also operates via social media.
The head of the office will be Sister Maria Mori. The Vicar General herself, Sister Raffaella, Sister Simona, a Sister for each Province, and the two Presidents of the associations of the Lay Vernians and the Missionaries of Charity (Anna Maria de Rosa and Scholastica Ngeneka) will be part of it.
The Office will produce an electronic "Information Sheet" on a monthly basis. It will consist of three/four pages reporting "The word of the Mother" and news from the General Curia, the Provinces of the Congregation and... news about Mother Antonia! A page will also be reserved for the two Vernian Associations that are inspired by the Congregation. One month for that of the Lay Vernians and one month for that of the Missionaries of Charity.
The monthly contributions must be received in A4 format by the 15th of the same month to the Communications Office.
At the end of the year, a summary of the main events of the past year reported in the information sheet will be released, this time in print.
Newsletter number 1 (the title will be refined at a later time) was released on January 25, 2026 and was sent by email. The Missionaries of Charity will collaborate in the second issue. The third issue (delivery of papers on March 15th) will see the collaboration of the Vernian Laymen.
Sister Raffaella ends by thanking…for future collaboration.

The President informs the Council that she intends to avail herself of the collaboration of the Vice President, if he were available, because he was already in the SCIC editorial team in the past. Mario thanks you for your trust and accepts.
The Council thanks him and opens a discussion on the topic also to identify the topics to be prepared by March 15th. For example, it would be nice to collect a contribution from the Vernian Region of Argentina, given that its leaders (Sisters, Laity and Missionaries) will meet for the annual planning in the period 20 - 22 February.
Pablo observes that the deadlines are very tight but we will try to respect them. He also says he is enthusiastic about the initiative because information is very important and should also reflect the enthusiasm and joy of being able to work together to honor the memory of our Mother Antonia.

General Assembly of 2027: we're starting to talk about it. Where will it be held?

The topic is raised by the undersigned, concerned because the Valcannuta structure, which has hosted various General Assemblies over time (except the first held in Andrate and that of 2011, in the year of Mother Antonia's beatification held near Rivarolo), is now, unfortunately, no longer available.
Even if 2027 is not near, we need to identify, possibly in Rome, the epicenter for both Italian and foreign Vernians, another place to hold our very important four-yearly associative meeting.
The Council reviews various hypotheses. The first, obviously, is the possibility of using the remaining structures of the Congregation.
Leo IV was rejected because he only had a small guesthouse.
Andrate, in northern Italy, is a very beautiful and well-equipped place for spiritual retreats and meetings, but it is inconvenient due to its geographical position, being on the border between Piedmont and the Aosta Valley.
Santa Rufina is busy with female students who rent for the school or academic year. At most it will be available during the summer holidays.
It is also used by the Sisters of the Congregation all year round, to host the sisters who must come to Rome from all over Italy or from abroad.
However, Sister Raffaella, in any case, promises that she will undertake to verify the possible availability of this location.
He asks how many people normally attend our Assemblies. Mario, a veteran historical memory of the Association, replies that on average there are around forty.

The Region of Lombardy - Emilia, Emilio Borella, has contacts in Rome with the Angeline Sisters who have a large house in a peripheral area of ​​Rome. It will be able to carry out surveys in this direction.
After a long discussion, the Councilors decide to follow the Santa Rufina lead as a priority and, secondarily, to verify the costs of the Angeline nuns, not only for renting the rooms but also for a meeting room.
They therefore ask Mother Vicar, Sister Raffaella, to ask the next General Council of the Congregation if there is the possibility of hosting our Assembly in the very central Santa Rufina.
Sister Raffaella promises to present our request to the first General Council.

How many Lay Vernians are there in the world? And the supporters? Situation after the Promises and renewals of 2025

The President announces that she has received the B Forms from all the Vernian Groups in the world, or almost so.
When he did not have the card he at least received the names or number of the Lay Vernians who renewed their promise in December 2025.
In this way he was able to create a fairly significant synthesis which shows that there are 354 Vernians in the world and 40 sympathizers, with a total of 394 people.
There are 34 local groups of which 13 in Italy and 21 abroad.
Naturally there are still some points to explore further:

o Piedmont provided an underestimate. Only after the next meeting on 15 February 2026 will the number of Groups and their dynamics be known.

o The Tanzanian Kiawe Group in Dar Es Salam has not yet renewed its promise. Regional President Ernest Oyoo will travel to Kiawe to understand what happened.
o For the Isola di Capo Rizzuto Group, Form B was received from the local manager, perfectly filled in, but it was not clear how many of the Laity marked on the grid had renewed their Promise.

Anna Maria analyzes the deviations compared to the past year but finally notes that there is a certain balance between the increases and decreases, thus, she observes with satisfaction, that there is a certain constancy between the years 2024 and 2025.
Indeed, the President reiterates, as soon as the three outstanding points are resolved, there may be more laypeople than last year.
The Council takes note of this reality which has seen a notable decline in the renewal of promises from the time of the beatification to today.
At the same time, following the thought of Pablo Suarez, that "it is better to be less but with a more authentic and sincere vocation", he compliments this new structure of the Association, made up of a "hard core" of convinced Vernians.
“Furthermore, there is two good news” – concludes our President.
A Group of 14 young people (JMA), Youth of Mother Antonia, was formed in Lebanon, who are inspired by her principles and follow a training that is sometimes diversified and sometimes in communion with the Group of "elderly".
In Naples it seems that a new Group is also being formed.

In-depth analysis on the theme of the "Closing of the Jubilee Year".

Vincenzo Fornace, who in the General Councils held in 2025 always took care to point out to us the most significant steps of the Jubilee, this time made a long and documented intervention. A summary he made is reported in its entirety.

“
A) The Holy Door of St. Peter's Basilica was closed on 6 January 2026, the Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord, and in the Homily of the relevant Holy Mass, drawn from the Gospel Mt 2, 1-12, Pope Leo has happily intertwined and overlapped the figures of the Magi with the Peregrinantes in Spem (Pilgrims of Hope), the official motto of the 2025 Jubilee.

The Holy Father, after wondering who the countless Pilgrims of Hope were and what had moved them, what hearts, what attention, what correspondence they had found, without hesitation states that "The Magi still exist. They are people who accept the challenge of each risking their own journey, who in a troubled world like ours, in many respects repelling and dangerous, feel the need to go, to seek".

 Again the Holy Father reminded us that "Holy places such as Cathedrals, Basilicas, Sanctuaries, which have become a destination for Jubilee pilgrimages, must spread the scent of life, the indelible impression that another world has begun", but he then asks the following questions: "is there life in our Church? Is there space for what is formed/created? Do we love and proclaim a God who puts us back on the path?" Now the answer to these questions is offered to us by the Epiphany of the Lord when the Magi very simply ask "Where is He who was born?" (Mt 2.2). For this reason "it is important that those who cross the door of the Church realize that the Messiah has just been born there, that a community gathers there in which hope has arisen, that a life story is taking place there! The Jubilee has come to remind us that we can start again, or rather that we are still at the beginning,that the Lord wants to grow among us, he wants to be God with us... He makes no noise but His Kingdom is already sprouting everywhere in the world".
"How many epiphanies have been given to us or are about to be given to us! However, they must be removed from Herod's intentions, from fears always ready to transform into aggression".
 Finally, the Holy Father delicately underlined that "The way in which Jesus met everyone and allowed himself to be brought closer by everyone teaches us to esteem the secret of hearts that only He can read... yes, the Lord still surprises us! He lets himself be found. His ways are not our ways... it is beautiful to become pilgrims of hope. And it is beautiful to continue to be so, together! God's faithfulness will amaze us again. If we do not reduce our churches to monuments, if our communities are homes, if we stay united against the flattery of the powerful, then we will be the generation of the dawn. Mary, Morning Star, will always walk before us!”

B) A few days later, on 9 January 2026, in the important and traditional Speech to the Diplomatic Corps accredited to the Holy See, Pope Leo, after the greetings of welcome and gratitude, in the initial part has offered the Ambassadors and to those representatives of various countries, present an extreme synthesis of the recently concluded Jubilee: “In the course of the Holy Year, millions of pilgrims have poured into Rome to accomplish the jubilarian pilgrimage. Each one came full of his own experiences, questions and joys, as well as pains and wounds, to cross the Holy Doors, symbol of Christ himself, our heavenly doctor, who, coming in the flesh, took upon himself our humanity to make us part of his divine life, as we have 
contemplated in the mystery of the recently celebrated Christmas. I trust that in this passage, many people have been able to deepen or rediscover their relationship with the Lord Jesus, finding comfort and renewed hope to face life's challenges."

C) Finally, to accompany and deepen the Spiritual Guidelines 2025/2026, "For a prophetic and generative mission", it appears useful and appropriate to read the speech of the Holy Father Leo XIV to the Roman Curia for the Christmas greetings on Dec. 22, 2025 in the Benediction Hall, in which it was underlined that “the Church, which is extroverted in nature, facing the world, and missionary. She received from Christ the gift of the Spirit to bring the good news of God's love to everyone. A living sign of this divine love for humanity, the Church exists to invite, call, gather at the festive banquet that the Lord prepares for us, so that each one can discover himself as a beloved child, brother of his neighbor, a new man in the image of Christ and, therefore, a witness of truth, justice and peace".

The Holy Father concluded by recalling the fiftieth anniversary of the Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii nuntiandi, promulgated by Saint Paul VI on the day of the Immaculate Conception in 1975, recalling the fact that "the whole Church receives the mission of evangelizing, and the work of each individual is important for the whole" (n. 15); and, at the same time, the conviction that "the testimony of an authentically Christian life, abandoned in God in a communion that nothing must interrupt, but equally given to others with limitless zeal, is the first means of evangelization" (n. 41).”

The Councilors and Sister Raffaella thank him for his always documented, clear and passionate interventions.

Consistency of the Membership Fund

Anna reports that the balance of our current account since the year of the last General Assembly (October 2023) is €4,725 and that all the Groups/Regions have the quota for the year 2025 except Isola di Capo Rizzuto which has not been making payments for several years.
He ends by arguing that, despite the efforts made by the Groups and despite some large donations from a family and the increased self-taxation of some General and Regional Councilors, the figure is still low and that there are only two years of payments left to reach the Assembly (the moment in which our funds will be needed).
It seems that the message, repeated over and over again, is not clear: that is, "those who have greater economic resources should contribute a greater amount to the annual quota". This was established in 2004 and has never been adequate again."
The Vice President says he is alarmed because, by proceeding in this way, there will not be sufficient funds to finance the trips of some Vernians, members by right or elected members, who will have to come from Africa or Argentina or Lebanon and to support the other expenses that the Assembly normally requests.
Pablo Suarez intervenes, observing that there will be no problems for the Argentine members.
A debate opens on this topic at the end of which the Council unanimously decides to raise the membership fee of Lay Vernians who have renewed their annual promise to €15 per year.

News about the Vernian Family from Argentina

Councilor Pablo Suarez communicates some news regarding the Argentine Vernians.

Remember that from 20 to 22 February 2026, the Argentine Vernian Family (its representatives of the Congregation, Laity and Missionaries) will meet for the usual annual programming.

Pablo also thanks, on behalf of the Argentine Family, the President of the Scholastica Missionaries, for her kind visit.
It was a moment of particular grace not only for the Argentine Missionaries of Charity but also for all the lay groups who had the joy of meeting her and sharing pleasant moments of conviviality and also of spirituality with her.

He also communicates that the health problem of our General Secretary (carpal tunnel of the right hand) which prevents her from writing is temporary and that she will be back in action as soon as possible.

Having covered all the main points of the meeting, our President recalls that the next Council meeting will be in May 2026 and, together with the Councillors, wishes all Vernians around the world a serious period of reflection in Lent and, subsequently, a peaceful and happy Easter of resurrection.

Mario V. Trombetta
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